
And the Day of Our Death… 

Ecclesiastes 7:1, …and the day of death is better than the day of 

one’s birth. (2) Better to go to the house of mourning than to the 

house of feasting”.   

 So, the question is, why is our death better, or more 

important, than our birth?  Or to say this another way, It’s better to 

go to a funeral than to a birth-day party.  Now, how many of us 

would agree with this?  I’m sure there are none of us who enjoy 

going to a funeral.  In fact, if you are like me, you would rather do 

anything else than have to go to a funeral.  Funerals are usually 

sad - people are upset – they’re crying – they feel bad - you feel 

bad - and to make it even worse, you never know what to say to 

the deceased person’s family.  And if the death is in your own 

family, you may be feeling a whole range of emotions, but 

happiness is probably not going to be one of them.   

So what is Solomon trying to tell us in these verses?  Why 

is our death day better than our birth-day?  Do we have this all 

backwards in our society today?  Because most of us really enjoy 

celebrating life; birthdays, holidays, graduations, weddings, 

anniversaries.  We party, have fun, give gifts and just really enjoy 

these “special” times.  So, have we gotten to the point in our lives 

that this life is the most important thing we have? Maybe 

Solomon was just crazy and didn’t know what he was talking 

about. What is more important about our death than all these 

other things we celebrate while we are alive?  

 Well, for any of this to make sense, we have to be God 

fearing people.  We have to believe that there is going to be an 

eternity, and that we are going to be part of it.  If there were 

nothing after this life, then your birth would be better than your 

death, because this life is all you would have.  But, if you believe 

in eternity, then death should become very important to you.  In I 

Cor. 15:19, Paul was trying to explain the importance of the risen 

savior to people, and he said, “If in this life only we have hope in 

Christ, we are of all men most pitiable”.  As important as Christ 



was, if there was no hope for an eternity with Him, their hope was 

useless.  

How would we feel if we spent our whole life worshiping 

someone or something, only to find out that this person or thing 

couldn’t save us eternally?  We would have wasted our whole life 

on something useless to us?  Now I’m not saying that what we do 

here in our life is useless, because it isn’t, but if we lose sight of 

the importance of eternity, and are not prepared for it, regardless 

of what we spent our time doing here on earth, what value will it 

have been to us?   

Our life here on earth is but a speck on the road of our 

existence.  This 70 or 80 years that most of us live here is nothing 

in comparison to eternity.  So which is more important, the day we 

are born or the day we die? Whether we are prepared or not, the 

day of our death will be the most important day of our lives, 

because the day we die, eternity begins for us.  But, if you are one 

of those people who don’t believe there is going to be an eternity 

after this life is over, all I can say is, good luck with that, and let 

me know how that works out for you.   

 I really believe that we as a society have tried to remove 

ourselves as far away from death as possible.  Doctors are 

developing cures and procedures to keep people alive longer.  We 

emphasize and celebrate life to the fullest. We value life even for 

criminals and allow them to spend their days in prison rather than 

shortening their lives by execution.  We even try to make death, 

when it does come, a fairly pleasant experience.  The body is 

prepared to make it appear as lifelike as possible.  We put people 

in beautiful caskets in beautiful funeral homes or churches, 

surrounded by beautiful flowers, and we get people to say nice 

things about the deceased, even if it’s not true.   

So, is it any wonder that people are distracted and don’t 

see death as the truly important life event that it is?  Friends, it’s 

not about the nicely prepared body, or the beautiful flowers, or 

even the lovely cemetery.  Death is about eternity, and I think this 



is exactly what Solomon was trying to tell us.  If we go through life 

not understanding the importance of death and eternity, we will 

have missed it all.  And Solomon understood this, at least by the 

time he died.  Please read the book of Ecclesiastes some time, 

and if you’ve read it in the past, please read it again.  Solomon 

starts this book in verse 2 by saying, “vanity of vanities, all is 

vanity”.  This word vanity means empty or vain.  It is often used in 

this book figuratively to mean transitory or unsatisfying.   

Solomon goes to great lengths to get people to see that 

our earthly life here is empty, it doesn’t last, and it can’t satisfy us.  

The things people do here are the same things people have done 

for centuries and there is “nothing new under the sun” (1:9).  

Wisdom ends - foolishness ends - there is justice - there is 

injustice - there are friends - there are enemies - popularity passes 

- wealth passes - just men perish in their righteousness - wicked 

men prolong life in their wickedness - but death does come to all.   

And what is our admonition from Solomon in 12:1, 

“Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, before 

the difficult days come, and the years draw near…”.  We must 

remember our creator before we die.  Regardless of what we have 

spent our days doing here, or how much fun we have had, or how 

much pleasure we have gotten out of this life, it’s all for nothing if 

we aren’t prepared for the most important day of our lives, our 

death.  How much comfort will all of those fond memories of our 

life be if we end up in Hell? In Luke 16:25 this was the exact 

circumstance the rich man found himself in.  In Christ’s account, 

Abraham said to the rich man, “Son, remember that in your 

lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil 

things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented”.  I’m 

afraid that those fond memories will be fleeting and of no comfort 

if we find ourselves in torment after we die.   

 Life is great, and I would be the first one to admit it, but this 

life is not all there is.  We do have a Creator, and we have a 

Savior that endured a horrible death, but was raised victorious 

over death to establish His Kingdom, Matt 16: 21, 28.  As much as 



we may love life, don’t let this be all there is.  If you need help, ask 

for it.  Life is hard and we can’t always do it by ourselves.  Let’s 

help each other and together we’ll all get ready for the best day of 

our lives.   
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