
Do You Believe in Ghosts? 

As bad as I hate to admit this, when I was a kid I was really 

afraid of ghosts.  I had older siblings who really enjoyed scaring 

me with stories about ghosts and other creepy things.  And, I can 

even remember taking part in a séance or two, trying to contact 

“Mary Worth” or some other dead person who could connect us 

with the spirit world.   

Now all of this sounds crazy right?  Well, as crazy as it 

might sound, there are a lot of people in the world today who do 

believe in ghosts and spirits, being convinced that these beings 

still inhabit the earth.  There is also now renewed interest in the 

movie “Ghost” (1990), made famous by Patrick Swayze.  In fact, 

there is a new musical, based on this movie, coming out in the 

next few months.  And, if you have cable or satellite TV you can 

watch “Ghost Adventures” on the Travel channel or any number of 

other shows about supernatural entities.  So whether it be ghosts, 

werewolves or vampires, there again seems to be renewed 

interest in these kinds of supernatural beings.   

The word supernatural means, “Not able to be explained in 

terms of the known laws which govern the material universe”.  

Which simply means that it can’t be explained by science.  So how 

do we explain some of the strange things people have 

experienced?  A friend of mine was recently telling me a ghost 

story which happened to him.  Now this guy is educated, certainly 

not a kook, and he is a member of the Church, and yet he is 

convinced he saw something he could not otherwise explain.  So, 

while I don’t want to discount his or anyone else’s experiences, I 

personally have a hard time believing in ghosts.   

I have overcome my own fear of ghosts by turning to a 

source that we should always turn to for answers, the Bible.  

There are few topics that you can think of that aren’t addressed 

one way or another in the Scriptures.  And on this topic, I am 

really glad to find some “comfort in the scriptures”, Rom 15:4, “For 

whatever things were written before were written for our learning, 



that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might 

have hope”. 

As Christians we know and understand that we possess a 

spirit, sometimes called a soul, and that is given to us by God.  

This is an immortal spirit that will live on in eternity after our 

physical bodies are dead and gone.  And of course, where our 

spirit will reside for eternity will be determined by the kind of life 

we have lived; heaven if we have lived a good Christian life, and 

hell if we haven’t.   

Now, if you look up the word ghost in the dictionary it tells 

us that a ghost is, “the spirit of a dead person, believed to appear 

to, or haunt living persons”.  So what is implied here is that when 

some people die their spirits remain on the earth to haunt people 

or even places.  There was another movie that came out in 1984 

called “Ghost Busters”.  It was a comedy (Bill Murray) about 3 

guys that made a living by getting rid of ghosts that were causing 

problems in homes and businesses.   

Now admittedly this movie was kind of silly, but there are 

actually people out there who spend their time going to “haunted” 

houses and other places, trying to prove whether or not a ghost 

actually lives there.  They often use a device called an EMF 

(Electro Magnetic Field) Meter or a Thermal Imaging device of 

some kind.  And quite frankly, the shows you can watch on TV can 

be very convincing that ghosts and spirits do haunt buildings and 

places today. 

So, what do you think?  Are there ghosts and spirits 

running around having interactions with living people and haunting 

their former homes?  Since there is “nothing new under the sun”, 

(Eccl 1:9), let’s see what the Bible says about this topic. Now, we 

all understand the process of death.  In Eccl 12:7 we are told that, 

“then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will 

return to God who gave it”.  So when we die, our body returns to 

the natural elements it is made of, and the eternal part of man, our 

spirit, returns to God.  The word “return” implies that the spirit 



goes somewhere after it leaves the body.  This verse says it 

returns to God, or more appropriately, it returns to a place 

prepared by God, the Hadean realm.   

If you look at Luke 16, there is a lot we can learn from the 

account of the rich man and Lazarus.  Verses 19-31 of this 

chapter tell us that when both the rich man and Lazarus died that 

their spirits went to the same place, Hades (vs. 23), but they were 

on opposite sides of a great gulf (vs. 26), Lazarus being comforted 

by Abraham and the rich man in torments (23).  We also see that 

Abraham told the rich man that their spirits could not move from 

one side of Hades to the other (vs. 26), and Abraham also told the 

rich man that those on the earth had Moses and the prophets, so 

there was no need for anyone to return from the dead to talk to 

them (vs. 30-31).   

So what we learn from this account is that when people die 

their spirit leaves the earth and goes to Hades, the realm of the 

dead, to wait for the judgment (Heb 9:27).  Another verse I like 

that is a little more definitive is Job 7: 9-10.  Here the scripture 

says, “As the cloud disappears and vanishes away, so he who 

goes down to the grave, does not come up”.  (10) “He shall never 

return to his house, nor shall his place know him anymore”.   Now 

these verses are pretty clear.  When you die you are done here on 

the earth.  You will leave your house, never to return to it.   

Now some might say this verse is talking about just the 

physical body leaving it’s home, but isn’t your spirit a part of you, 

sharing the same identity?  If it’s not, how did the rich man 

recognize Lazarus and Abraham?  And why would God reward or 

punish our spirit if it isn’t really us?  If our spirit loses it’s identity 

after the body dies, what would be the purpose in a reward or a 

punishment in eternity?  Also, Abraham said in vs. 31 of Luke 16 

that for one to go back to the earth, he would have to rise from the 

dead.  What is implied here is that for a spirit to return to the earth, 

it’s human body would have to rise from the dead with it, as both 

parts are needed together in the earthly realm.  Either way, when 

we take the sum of these texts, it still says that when we die our 



spirit returns to God (going to the place He has prepared for it), 

our fleshly body returns to dust, and we leave our home on the 

earth, never to return to it.  Thus, No Ghosts!  The scriptures just 

don’t support the idea that some (or any) disembodied spirits stay 

on the earth and interact with living people in any way.   

 I hope this helps explain this question about ghosts.  Now I 

know this was not a really serious issue, but you have to admit 

that Gods does give us information about most any issue we can 

come up with.  Some he just deals more directly with than others.  

If you have a question that you want or need help with, just ask.  

There are many people here at Jere Whitson Road that can help 

you. We can bear one another’s burdens (Gal 6:2), and all of our 

loads will be lighter.    
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