
Commitment…Integrity…Us 
 
 
  A passage that we are all familiar with is Matt 7:13 -14, 
“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the 
way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  
Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to 
life, and there are few who find it”.  These verses tell us that there 
is a wide gate that leads to eternal destruction, and a narrow gate 
that leads to eternal life.  What will be the difference between the 
people that are entering by the wide gate and those who are 
entering by the narrow gate?   
 
I would like to suggest to you that the difference will be 
commitment.  Only those people who are truly committed to God 
and Christ will find the narrow gate and eternal life.  However, 
there are a lot of people who don’t believe this.  Most religious 
people today believe that only the worst of the worst will be 
condemned to hell.  But, that’s not what Matthew told us is it?  He 
said the way to life is narrow, and few there be that find it.  Why 
would people believe that Christ, our judge according to II Tim 4:1, 
why would they believe that Christ will accept non-committed or 
half-committed or un-committed Christians into heaven.  Is Christ 
going to accept people into heaven that are just pretty good?  Or 
people that overall lived a good moral life? Or people that 
compared to others, lived a good life?   
 
Well, people who believe this way apparently don’t think that God 
and Christ have any integrity.  The word integrity means to adhere 
to a strict standard of values and personal honesty.  So in other 
words, these people don’t believe that God means what He says.  
What do you think about this?  Is God going to back-peddle on the 
day of judgment and let a bunch of people into heaven who didn’t 
altogether follow His word, people who didn’t follow the pattern set 
forth in the new Testament?  We live in a society where there 
appears to be a lot of indecisiveness, a lot of non-commitment, a 
lot of gray areas, and people want to be politically correct so as 
not to offend anyone.  Sometimes we are just not sure what is the 
best thing or the right thing to say or do.   
 



But are these Bible concepts?  I don’t think so!  In the Bible we 
see only commitment – we see black and white – yes and no – hot 
and cold.  There just aren’t any maybes.  Maybe is not a Bible 
concept.  Read Rev 3:15-16, Christ is talking to the Church at 
Laodicea here and he says, “I know your works, that you are 
neither hot nor cold.  I could wish you were cold or hot.  So then, 
because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit 
you out of my mouth”.  The problem with this Church was that they 
were more committed to themselves than they were to God.  They 
were apparently doing some things right, but not everything.  But, 
being almost right isn’t going to get it.  If the Laodiceans didn’t get 
serious about their commitment to the Lord, they were going to be 
lost.   
 
In Matt 12:30, Jesus said, “he who is not with me is against me”.  
Does this sound like an indecisive statement?  Does this sound 
like there might be a gray area in there somewhere, where maybe 
there is some wiggle-room, and Christ didn’t mean exactly what 
He said?  Are you willing to take that chance?  And it’s not just 
Christ and God who have integrity, God expects us to have some 
integrity too.  In James 5:12 we are told to, “let your yes be yes 
and your no be no”.  God wants us, as Christians, to have some 
integrity and commitment in this life as well.  If you agree with 
something, agree wholeheartedly.  If you disagree with something, 
disagree wholeheartedly.  When it comes to religious matters we 
can’t be indecisive, we can’t sit on the fence, we can’t try to play 
both sides to make everyone happy, there is no room for 
compromise.  God condemns people for taking these kinds of 
positions.  James 4:4 says, “Whoever therefore wants to be a 
friend of the world, makes himself an enemy of God”.   
  
Being a Christian is a serious commitment.  It is not a commitment 
to be a pretty-good Christian, or a mostly-righteous Christian.  It is 
a commitment to be the best-Christian we can be.  We have to 
give it our all.  Jude in verse 3 tells us to “earnestly contend for the 
faith”.  The phrase, earnestly contend carries the idea of combat.  
We need to fight for the truth, be truly committed to it.  This is the 
task we took on when we became a Christian.  Sometimes people 
get tired of the struggle, and I understand this.  Paul told the 
Galatians in 6:9 “not to grow weary in well doing, for in due 
season we shall reap if we do not lose heart”.  No one said that 
being a Christian was always going to be easy.  Paul, of all 



people,  knew it was going to be a rough road at times, but the 
bottom line is we can’t afford to lose our commitment and integrity.  
We can’t afford to compromise the Truth for ourselves or anyone 
else.  Christ said in Luke 9:62, “no one having put his hand to the 
plow and looking back is fit for the Kingdom of God”.  The 
uncommitted look backwards - the compromisers look backwards 
- the lukewarm look backwards.  Paul admonished the Phillipians 
in 3:14 to do as he does, “I press toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Jesus Christ”.   
 
This should be our goal too.  So the question becomes, how 
committed are we to God?  How committed are we to Christ?  
How committed are we to the Gospel?  How committed are we to 
ourselves?  A lack of commitment will condemn us to Hell just as 
surely as any blatant sin.  So if we are not as committed as we 
need to be, let’s make a decision today to do something about it.  
Let’s stand for the Truth and commit to the task before us, which 
is saving ourselves and anyone else that will listen to us.  If you 
need help, ask for it.  Find someone you can talk to and tell them 
what you are struggling with.  “Bear one another’s burdens, and 
so fulfill the law of Christ”, Gal 6:2.   
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