
Are we always right? 

Most of us would like to think that we are fair and honest people.  We 

know right when we see it and we know wrong when we see it.  In fact in 

Hebrews 5:14, Christians are told that if we have spiritual maturity we can 

discern both good and evil.  The Bible is a book based on rightness, or 

righteousness.  Righteousness is the ability to be just, that is to say, to be 

without prejudice or partiality in all of our decision making.  So, can men be 

righteous?  Are we capable of right judgment?   

I John 3:7 tells us, “Little children, let no one deceive you.  He who 

practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous”.  So, we can 

practice righteousness, but righteousness does not originate with us.  It 

originates with God.  In John 5:30 Christ says, “I can of Myself do nothing.  As I 

hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not seek my own will 

but the will of the Father who sent me”.   So, man’s righteousness is only right 

if it coincides with the Lord’s righteousness.  In other words, if we are following 

God and Christ, we too can be righteous and have righteousness judgment.   

So, just how right are we?  Do our judgments always agree with what 

we find in the Bible?  Are our judgments and think so’s in agreement with the 

Lords?  Let’s look at a couple of examples from the scriptures and see if we can 

find any differences of opinion.  First, let’s look at sin.  We know that 

unforgiven sin will condemn us to hell.  Let’s look a Gal 5:19-21, “Now the 

works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 

lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, 

selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, 

and the like…those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of 

God”.  Now this verse is fairly clear.  All of these sins could prevent us from 

going to heaven, but look at this list.   

Now being the intelligent, fair-minded people that we are, I have to 

ask you, is adultery as bad as being selfish?  Is murder as bad as partying or 

getting drunk?  You see, in our human way of thinking, these things are very 

different, with one sin seeming much more serious than the other.  And, the 

consequences of these things are very different as well, so why are they 

treated equally by God?  Could we condemn someone to hell for being a 

murderer?  Sure we could.  But what about condemning someone to hell for 



getting drunk at a party?  Do you think this seems a little harsh?   We’ll come 

back to this thought later. 

Next let’s look at another account in the Bible.  In Matthew 20: 1-16 

there is a parable about laborers being hired to work in a vineyard.  The gist of 

the story is this; a land owner needed men to work in his vineyard so he went 

out into the marketplace at 5 different times during the day looking for 

laborers.  He hired men at 6:00 in the morning, 9:00, 12:00, 3:00, and 5:00 in 

the afternoon.  Then at the end of the day when they all came in to be paid, the 

landowner paid them all 1 denarius for their work, which is what had been 

agreed to.  So the ones who started at 6:00 in the morning and the ones that 

started at 5:00 in the afternoon all got paid the same.  Some of these people 

worked 12 hours, and some one hour.  Now, if you are one of the guys who 

worked 12 hours, how would you feel?  I would not be honest if I told you that I 

would be happy with this, even if I had agreed to work all day for 1 denarius.  

We’ll come back to this issue in a minute as well.   

In Luke 16:18 we find some instruction and commandments about 

marriage, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; 

and whoever marries her who is divorced from her husband commits adultery”.  

We know what this means don’t we?  If 2 divorced people (not a scriptural 

divorce) re-marry other people, in order to make this situation right and not be 

guilty of sin, they would have to leave each other or separate.   We can see this 

principal in action back in Ezra 10:3.  The Children of Israel had intermarried 

with the pagan people around them, and in order to get back into a right 

relationship with God, they had to put away their foreign wives.  “Now 

therefore, let us make a covenant with our God to put away all these wives and 

those who have been born to them…and let it be done according to the law”.  

These were families, with children.  Does this seem fair or right that these 

children and their families had to be torn apart like this?  What do you think? 

You see, as humans we are subject to our emotions, and even though 

we may know better, we have trouble looking at situations like these 

objectively.  What did we say our definition of righteousness was at the 

beginning of this article?  To be just without prejudice or partiality.  We have a 

hard time with this don’t we?  Especially if we are too close to a situation.  God 

is truly the only fair and impartial judge.  He doesn’t judge with his emotions.  

He set down a law for man, and we must abide by it, even if it doesn’t seem 

right or fair to us.  Let’s look at Gal 5:19 again.  This is a list of sins that can keep 



us out of heaven. The Apostle Paul penned these verses, but they were given to 

him by inspiration through the Holy Spirit.  In other words we need to believe 

what they say.  Does is seem right that murder and adultery should carry the 

same punishment as jealousy or drunkenness?  Maybe not, but does it really 

matter what we think?  God is the law maker, so, what we think is irrelevant.   

The same goes for the payment of the workers by the landowner.  No, 

this situation may not seem fair to us based on what we have been taught in 

the society we live in, but what does Isaiah 55:9 tell us?  “For as the heavens 

are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And my 

thoughts higher than your thoughts”.  When we look at a situation we don’t 

always see the big picture or understand the greater purpose.  Sometimes we 

only see a situation for how it affects us.  This is what happens in situations of 

divorce as well.   

Most people can be fairly objective about God’s law on this until the 

situation hits close to home and involves us or someone we know.  Then we 

start looking for the loopholes.  “Surely this can’t be right”.  “God couldn’t have 

meant this the way it sounds”.  “I would have to leave my family”.  True, this 

may not seem fair, but how did we get into this situation in the first place?  If 

we had been following God’s law to start with we wouldn’t have this problem 

now.   

Now I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to find myself in a 

position of second-guessing God on these issues.  If God said it, we need to 

believe it and follow it, whether we like it or not,  whether we understand it or 

not.  What’s sad is that many people don’t agree with God or what is found in 

the Bible on some topics.  Consequently, they start looking for something more 

in line with what they believe is right and fair, and if they look long enough 

they’ll find it.  That’s why recent estimates suggest that there are at least 

34,000 Christian based religious organizations in the world today.  Do we all see 

the Bible alike?  Are we all making the same righteous judgments? It doesn’t 

appear so does it?  Otherwise there would be no need for this many religions in 

the world.   

Sometimes we don’t understand why God wants us to do certain 

things, or not do other things.  If you are struggling with an issue maybe it 

would help to talk to someone about it.  There are many people here at Jere 

Whitson Road who would be willing to talk to you, and if they can’t answer 



your questions, they will find someone who can.  We must make righteous 

judgments about the things we believe and practice, so if you have a question, 

please ask. We can’t afford to be wrong on judgment day.   
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