
Natural Process – Free Will – Providence 
 

Have you ever wondered why you’re where you are today? 

- Why do I live in Cookeville?  Why do I work where I do?  Why 

do I go to Church at Jere Whitson Road? - Take a moment to 

reflect on your life…  Look at all the things that have had to occur 

for you to end up where you are right now, at this point in your 

life.  Just what is it that influences our lives in such a way that in 

all the earth we have ended up where we are today?  Well, as with 

most things, the answer can be found in the Bible.  I would like to 

suggest that there are at least 3 things that are influencing our lives; 

Natural Process, Free Will and Providence.   

 What is Natural Process?  Natural process refers to nature 

and the natural order of things.  If you want to see how this works, 

just look at the first chapter of Genesis.  God created the heavens 

and earth and set them in order.  Verse 5 says that God created 

light and dark, the heavens, our solar system, and set them all in 

motion.  Verse 11 says He created grass, herbs and trees, and they 

started bringing forth after their kind.  Verse 21 says He created 

the sea creatures, the fowls of the air and the beasts of the field, 

and all these things began producing after their kind.  Verse 28 

tells us that God created humans, males and females, and He told 

them to be fruitful and multiply – again a natural process was set in 

motion and it remains today. 

 Science bears all of these things out.  We know that 

animals inhale oxygen and exhale carbon dioxide, and the plants 

take in carbon dioxide and create oxygen.  God set up the whole 

universe like this – from the rotating of the earth and its path 

around the sun, to the flow of blood through our veins.  From 

hurricanes and tornados to cancer and heart attacks. This is all 

nature, that natural process if you will, and we’re all subject to it, 

Christians and non-Christians alike.   

 Then we have Free Will.  Free-will is simply the ability to 

choose freely.  God gave humans a superior mind from the rest of 

his creation.  We can think and reason and choose for ourselves.  

How do we know we have free will?  Do you choose to come to 

Church services?  Are you going to choose what you will do 

tomorrow?  In Heb 11:25, Moses chose to suffer affliction with the 



Children of Israel rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 

season.  In Joshua 24:15, Joshua said to the children of Israel, 

“Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve.”  Peter, in 

Acts 5:4 said to Ananias, in reference to the land he and his wife 

sold, “Was it not in your own control?”  Man has free will.  He can 

choose to be good, or he can choose to be evil.  We understand 

how these choices can affect our life, don’t we?   

 Then there is Providence.  Providence could be defined as 

protection and guidance from God.  In Matt chapter 10, the 12 

apostles were sent out to preach the Word with little more than the 

providence of God.  God protected Paul through many trials and 

tribulations on his voyage to Rome; Acts 27 & 28.  I Cor 10:13 

tells us that God, “…will not allow you to be tempted beyond what 

you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of 

escape.”  Could the providence of God be at work here?  Today we 

often hear people pray for God to guide and protect us.  What 

does James 5:16 tell us?  “The effective, fervent prayer of a 

righteous man avails much.”  Would God, in his providential care, 

alter the natural order of things to answer prayer?  The answer is, 

yes, He can, if He so chooses. 

We discussed how God set up a natural order to all the 

things he created, and if we believe in the omnipotence (all 

powerfulness) of God, we would also understand that God is 

capable of altering that natural order.  So in this sense, God also 

has free will.  He can change the rules if He wants to, but why 

would God do this?  Well, for one, to meet His own purposes.  

Rom 13:1 tells us that all governing authorities that exist are 

appointed by God.  Did not God use nations like the Meads – the 

Persians – the Babylonians to punish the Children of Israel for 

their sins?  Did not God alter nature itself in the plagues He put on 

the Egyptians while trying to bring out the Children of Israel?  

Didn’t Christ perform a lot of miracles (things that defied nature 

and the natural order of things) to prove who He was and to 

establish His kingdom?   

Now today the times of using miracles has passed, and God 

does not deal directly with people as He did under the Old Law 

and the Patriarchs, but does the providence of God still work 

today?  I wouldn’t want to be the one who says it doesn’t.  Would 

you?  Read Hebrews 13:2. 



 So you see, there are likely many things that have happened 

that have brought us to where we are today.  But then there is this 

thing called fate.  How does fate play into all of this?    Now fate 

would be defined as, the power or force held to pre-determine 

events.  I have a friend in Illinois where I used to work who 

believed in fate and said that, “We are not going to die until it’s 

our time to die.”  So I would ask him, what if I step in front of a 

speeding train, and he would say, “If it’s not your time to die, you 

won’t be killed.”  Now personally, I think this would fall under the 

category of free will and a poor choice.  I’m not so sure that fate 

works the way my friend thinks.  There are a lot of things that 

happen in this world that people call fate, but are really natural 

order and chance.   

What we need to remember is that this world is in motion.  

It is moving along the course that God designed and set in place 

from the beginning, and if we get in the way of that, we could get 

hurt.   So can the course of things (fate) be changed?  Certainly.  

This can happen by our own free will and also by the providence 

of God.  We can change our own fate!   

Think about this – if we are born, live and die never 

learning about or accepting God in our life, what is our fate going 

to be?  If you answered Hell, you’d be right.  This has already been 

pre-determined by God, and we can read about it in the Bible, I 

John 5:12, Gal 5:19-22.  Can we change this fate?  Sure we can.  

How?  By using our free will that God gave us.  And, this is 

exactly the purpose that He gave it – to choose to follow Him 

rather than sin.  Everyone who is a Christian has changed their fate 

from death and Hell to eternal life and Heaven.  We cannot alter 

the natural process of dying a physical death, as that is a fate for all 

of us, but we can choose where we are going to end up after we 

die.  If we exercise free will and choose God, then He can use his 

divine protection and guidance (providence) to help us get to 

Heaven.  And, we don’t have to leave anything up to fate or chance 

to accomplish this. 

 If you have not chosen God to be in your life, now is the 

time to do this while the course of fate can still be changed.  Don’t 

wait until it is too late to exercise your free will and then be lost 

eternally.  If you need help getting your life straightened out, don’t 

hesitate to ask for help.  Ask God first, through prayer, and if that’s 



not enough, then talk to your Christian friends.  Let’s be there for 

one another when we need help.  It’s your choice… 
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