
Man…the crowning jewel…or a dismal failure? 

In Genesis chapter one we read the familiar account of 

the creation…it was on the sixth day and the last thing God 

created was the man.  Mankind was the finishing touch to a great 

and wonderful creation.  The created man was made in the 

image of God Himself, and blessed by God. God made the man 

a superior being, giving him dominion over all the species of fish, 

birds and mammals.  Gen 1:31 says that at the end of the sixth 

day God saw everything that He had made, and “indeed it was 

very good.”  But what a disappointment the man turned out to be.   

 Have you ever bought something new, or tried something 

new, only to be disappointed because it wasn’t as great as you 

thought it would be?  Perhaps this is the way God felt after he 

created the man.  It just didn’t work out the way He had imagined 

it would.  He was disappointed with the man’s performance.  I’m 

sure He expected more from the crowning jewel of the creation.   

 In Genesis chapter 3, sin enters into the life of the man.  

In just a short time the man that God created had already let him 

down.  God trusted the man and woman he had created, and I’m 

sure He had hoped better from them.  How disappointing this 

must have been when the man and woman yielded to the 

serpent, turning their back on their wonderful creator, disobeying 

God.  They had to be punished, so death now enters into the life 

of the man (Gen 3:3), and God made them leave the beautiful 

garden home he had made for them.  From now on man would 

have to work hard to survive, and then suffer death at the end of 

his days.   

 Genesis goes on to tell us that during the time before the 

flood (Gen 6), that wickedness filled the earth, and that man’s 



thoughts “were only wicked continually.”  What had God’s 

creation come to?  Gen 6:5-7 tells us that God was “grieved in 

his heart”, “sorry that He had made man on the earth.”  How 

disappointed He must have been.  Man had to be punished 

again, so all of mankind, save eight souls, drowned in a great 

flood.  Only Noah and his family survived. 

 From the family of Noah the earth was re-populated and 

eventually God chose a people for Himself.  They were called 

the Children of Israel, the seed of Abraham.  God promised to 

give them an inheritance as He had high hopes for them.  But 

once again, what a disappointment they turned out to be.  You 

would have thought these people would have been grateful for 

getting out of Egyptian bondage, and God was giving them some 

of the most bountiful land on the earth for a new home.  On the 

trip God took care of them and gave them everything they 

needed and was always close by to protect them.   

But what a bunch of whiners and complainers they turned 

out to be.  The Children of Israel were never satisfied.  They 

complained about everything, from the water, to the food and 

any and everything God asked them to do.  Moses and Aaron 

tried to intervene for the people, but God refused to put up with 

their complaining any longer, and once again had to punish His 

chosen people.  Numbers 14:31-35 tells us their fate.  They 

would not get to enter the Promised Land.  God told them that 

their “carcasses would be consumed in the wilderness.”  Only 

their children would survive to enter the Promised Land. 

 How long would it be before mankind disappointed God 

again?  Well, not very long.  The Children of Israel, the Jews, 

often turned from the Lord.  Even after they were given the 

Promised Land, they would serve God faithfully for a while, then 



go back into idolatry or break God’s commands.  Back and forth, 

and back and forth, they would sin for a while, then be good for a 

while.  God put up with this for many years, but finally had to do 

something about it.  His chosen people would have to be taught 

a lesson for their rebellious nature.  II Kings 24 & 25 tells us 

about the fall of Jerusalem and the people of Judah being carried 

away into Babylonian captivity.  Only a remnant of the Jews 

would survive.  How disappointed God must have been.  A 

people He called His own, and He was rejected by them.    

Why didn’t God just destroy mankind and be done with 

them?  After all, he had wanted to do this back in Gen 6:7.  Well, 

I’m sure He considered it again, but there was one final hope,  

Christ, God’s own son.  The Christ would usher in a new law and 

establish His own church.  But before this could happen, God 

had to once again suffer great disappointment at the hand of 

mankind.  Because of man’s sin, Christ would have to suffer the 

death of the cross.  God’s own Son would cry from the cross, 

“my God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  And why did 

God have to forsake his own Son, allowing him to die a shameful 

death on the cross?  He did it for the man.  It was the only way 

sinful men could truly be forgiven of their sins.  So Christ died for 

the man Adam, for the man Noah, for the man Moses, for the 

Children of Israel, for the Jews and the Gentiles, for you and for 

me.  He died on the cross that day for all of us.   

So, was the establishment of the Church the end of 

mankind disappointing God?  I’m afraid not.  Many Jews rejected 

Christ as the Messiah.  The Church faced opposition from 

without and within.  Paul and the other apostles had to help 

many of the Churches deal with the problems of sin; Galatia, 

Ephesus, Philippi, Colossi, Thessalonica, and 6 of the 7 



Churches of Asia mentioned in Revelation.  There was sin in the 

first century, and there is still sin today.  As long as man lives, 

there will be sin (I John 1:10).  Matthew 7 tells us that the path to 

destruction is very broad and “there are many who go in by it” 

(vs. 13).  And it’s not just the fact that many will sin and be lost, 

but those who turn back to the world after having found Christ, 

“crucify again for themselves the Son of God” (Heb 6:6).  It was 

bad enough to crucify Christ once, but to do it a second time, 

how could we do this to the Son of our wonderful creator?   

God desires all men to be saved (I Tim 2:4), but if we 

have un-repented sin in our life, we’ll be separated from God and 

eternally lost (Gal 5:19-21).  As much as God wants all of us to 

be saved, and as disappointed as He will be if we’re not, He will 

leave this choice up to us, and punish us for a wrong decision.  If 

we’ve been disappointing God, let’s stop it and show Him that 

Christ’s blood was not shed in vain, and that it will not be wasted 

on us.  After all, we are the crowning jewel of the creation, so 

let’s act like it! 

There is already enough disappointment in this life, for us 

and for God.  So, if you are struggling with sin, don’t hesitate to 

ask for help.  Sometimes we just can’t do this alone.  Talk to 

God…talk to a friend.  Let’s be there for one another and “so 

fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal 6:2).        
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