
“Transgender” – something new? 

 If you watch very much TV, even the news, I’m sure you are 

hearing the term “transgender” more and more.  And if you don’t know 

what it means, the time has come for Christians to familiarize themselves 

with it.  And why you might ask?  Well at last estimate (study at UCLA) 

there are now over 900,000 people in the US who are questioning their 

sexual identity.  Many people are now thinking they were born into the 

wrong body; men who think they should have been women and women 

who think they should have been men.   

Now as crazy as this may sound to the average person, this is 

developing into a serious problem.  First we are seeing high profile 

people like “Chaz” Bono (daughter of Sonny and Cher) all over the media 

telling about her change from female to male, and then, thanks to 

modern medicine, we now have over 1000 people a year in this country 

having the surgery to actually change from one sex to the other.  Now at 

some point, you are going to run into someone who is going to ask your 

opinion about this issue, or ask your advice (because they are 

questioning their own sexual identity), or they used to be the opposite 

sex….and what are you going to say to them?   

We have to wonder what is going on in homes across our 

country that children are growing up to be confused about whether they 

should have been male or female. Part of this problem stems from all of 

the single parent homes where there is no father or mother to be good 

role models, but also I believe we have blurred the lines of male and 

female too much in this country?  We are not raising boys to be men and 

girls to be women any longer.  The things that used to define the sexes 

are no longer “appropriate”, or are considered to be sexist, so we are 

letting our kids choose their own way, choose their own activities, choose 

their own careers with little direction from the parents.   

In an effort to keep our kids happy and unbiased in our politically 

correct world, children aren’t learning that there are real differences 

between men and women and their roles in life.  Too many people now 

want to promote equality between the sexes in every realm of society, 

even the Church.  So is it any wonder that people today are so confused.  

There is even a Bible out now that has changed all of the gender specific 

terms into gender neutral terms in an effort to modernize the scriptures.  

So do Christians need to be concerned about this issue, I think so.  



Certainly it would be nice if there was specific information on this 

topic in the Bible, but there just isn’t.  However, there are Biblical 

principals involved here.  If we start in Gen 1:27 we find that God created 

mankind male and female, and they were given the responsibility, in vs. 

28, of being fruitful and multiplying.  Now we know how this works; Adam 

was the first father and Eve was the first mother.  Eve carried, birthed 

and nurtured the children, and Adam in chapter 2 vs.15 was given the 

task of “tending and keeping” the Garden of Eden.  Then later in Chapter 

3:23, Adam was sent out of the garden to “till the ground”, and in 4:2 

Abel and Cain had the jobs of keeping the sheep and tilling the ground.  

As we study the scriptures we continue to see these male/female roles 

defined.   

In Proverbs 31:10-31 we find the attributes of the virtuous 

woman (wife).  These verses clearly demonstrate that the primary duty of 

the wife is to guide the house, making sure everyone is fed and clothed, 

and yes, there are other things the wife can do as well, but her focus is to 

be on the home.  This thought is reiterated in the New Testament in I Tim 

5: 14 where young widows are admonished to “marry, bear children and 

manage the house”.  And her husband is to be out working to provide for 

his family.   

Even Jesus learned the trade of being a carpenter from his 

father, as this was the practice and custom for sons, Mark 6:3.  Also, 

under the Mosaic Law, men, and specifically the Levites, were the only 

ones allowed to be priests and carry out the duties of the tabernacle.  If 

you want to see how this worked under the Old Law read the book of 

Leviticus.  Then moving into the dispensation of the New Testament, 

men are still the ones designated to be the leaders in the Church, being 

given the responsibilities of overseeing, teaching and preaching the 

word, with women not to be in these positions or having authority over 

men in the religious realm, I Tim 2:12, Eph 4:11 & I Tim 3:1-13.  

And, capability had nothing to do with these activities, it’s just the 

way God/Christ set up the Church, and we have to respect this.  To do 

otherwise would be to disobey God making us guilty of sin.  Look at Eph 

5: 22-23, wives are to “submit to your own husbands”, and “the husband 

is the head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the Church”.  We’re not 

discussing authority right now, but I do want us to recognize that God did 

create men and women with different roles in the Church and home.  



Everyone may not like this set up, but as the saying goes, “it is what it 

is”. 

So we’ve established that men and women have different roles 

in and out of the Church, so what happens when a woman changes into 

a man?  Does she then qualify to teach other men, or preach in the 

Church, or take the headship of a wife and family?  Is she still a woman, 

or is she now a man?    Now I’m not going to delve very deeply into the 

medical side of this subject today because it could get very technical and 

very messy, but we do need to know and remember a few things.  

Anatomical sex is designated at conception and God knows who you are 

and who you are going to be even before you are born (Jer. 1:5).   

Also, aside from the obvious surgery, for a man to change to a 

woman, or a women to a man, artificial hormones have to be taken by 

the person to make them develop and look like the opposite sex.  And, if 

they stop taking these hormones, they will revert back to what they were 

before, unless there has been some other surgical intervention to stop 

the production of the natural hormones that the body produces.  But 

even surgery will not altogether stop the body from producing all of the 

hormones for its original assigned sex.   

So the question becomes, is God going to be fooled by this 

human process to change around what he created and would he 

approve of it.  Our body is a temple according to I Cor. 6:19.  It is not 

ours to even sin against, so do we think it would be ok to deface and 

change it from how God made it. Psalms 139: 13-14 tell us that God 

formed our inward parts and that we are fearfully and wonderfully made”.   

I personally don’t think it would be a good idea to tempt God in 

this way, and also, if we want to change our anatomical sex to get out of 

the duties and responsibilities God has designated for us in this life, is 

this not a sin of omission, knowing what we need to do and not doing it?  

If we were born to be a man, we need to be a man.  I Cor. 16:13 in the 

KJ version uses a phrase “quit you like men”.  The NKJ says “be brave 

and be strong”.  According to Vine this statement means “to play the 

man”.   I think the safe thing to do is to just be who God made us to be 

and make the best of it.  However, if a person has already changed their 

anatomical sex, there is no reason they couldn’t be saved as the only sin 

God will not forgive is to reject the Holy Spirit altogether, Matt 12:31-32.  

But as in all sins, when we become a Christian, we need to change, we 



need to stop sinning and we need to make amends where possible, Eph 

4:22.   

If you need help with this or any other Bible question, don’t hesitate to 

ask.  The Church here has very capable Elders and Deacons, as well as 

an Evangelist and others with great Bible knowledge.  We are all here to 

help, so let us. 
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