
Having life more abundantly – the Church 

When we accept the salvation that is offered by 

Christ, we become part of a very special organization – His 

Church.  Without Christ’s death, burial and resurrection, the 

Church would never have been established and men would 

still be guilty of their sins and eternally lost (John 11:25) (Col 

1:13&14).  So yes, the Church is a very special organization, 

and it is certainly one of the blessings that we have which 

allows us to, “have life, and have it more abundantly” (Jn: 

10:10). 

 When we accept Christ into our life and become a 

Christian, we have taken on a responsibility that would be 

difficult – if not impossible – to accomplish without the help 

of others.  And of course the help that I am referring to is that 

which is supplied by our brothers and sisters in Christ.  After 

all, isn’t the Church really the members – people like us 

who are striving for the same goal we are, that being 

salvation?  It is amazing how easily we can fall into this trap 

of thinking that the place where we go to worship is the 

Church.   

Just think about it, we do have a nice building, 

comfortable pews, and a structured schedule that allows for 

class-time, singing, praying, communion and the preaching.  

We can watch people come and go, carrying out their duties 

and assignments – and it becomes very easy to look at all of 

this and think that these things are the Church, but they are 

not!  And while they may be necessary and important, these 

things are not what allow us to have a more abundant life.   

The thing that makes a church a real Church is the 

people, our brothers and sisters in Christ.  The relationship 

we have individually and as a group, make us a Church.  



And the more cohesive the group, the better and stronger 

the Church will be.  Even if you understand that the Church 

is really its members, are you getting everything out of it that 

you can? 

 In Heb 10:25, we are told to, “not forsake the 

assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, 

but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you 

see the day approaching”.  We understand this verse to 

mean that Christians are to assemble together at appointed 

times as the Church, for the purpose of worship.  The verse 

also says that we need to exhort one another in this process, 

which means (according to Vine), that we need to urge one 

another to pursue a necessary course of conduct, which 

would be doing what we need to do to get to heaven.  If we 

don’t assemble with our Christian brethren, how can they 

help and encourage us to be good Christians?   

The apostle Paul understood this relationship 

between Christians.  In Acts 9:26, when Paul came to 

Jerusalem he tried to “join himself” to the disciples there (the 

Church).  The word join here means to glue or cement 

(Vine).  Paul wanted to be stuck like glue to these Christian 

brethren in Jerusalem.  And why?  Because he knew he 

needed the help and exhortation that these brethren could 

provide to him.  He wanted to get all he could from these 

fellow Christians.   

So I ask you, is this what we want from the Church?  

Do we want all of the help – all of the encouragement – all of 

the knowledge – all of the comfort and guidance that we can 

get from our Christian brethren?  If it isn’t, why are we here?  

This building and it’s nicely organized service is not going to 

get us to heaven.  We need each other – you need me – and 

I need you, “joined and knit together by what every joint 



supplies” (Eph 4:16).  Now if this is not what you are here 

for, maybe you need to re-think your ideas of what the 

Church is all about.  Jesus told us in John 10:10 that we can 

have a more abundant life, and having our brothers and 

sisters in Christ to lean on and help encourage us is another 

one of the ways we can do this.  So, if you are not getting 

everything you want or need from the Church, we need to 

talk.  Your brothers and sisters in Christ can help you if you 

will let them.  Christ didn’t intend for His Church to be simply 

a worship exercise we go through on Sundays and 

Wednesdays.  If it’s not making your life better, then there is 

something wrong. Paul said in Eph 4:1&2, that we need to, 

“walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, (2) 

with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing 

with one another in love”.  Peter tells us in I Pet 2:17 to, 

“Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor 

the king”.  When Paul uses the word love here it is agape, 

which means that we are going to show our love for the 

brethren by our actions toward them, but when Peter uses 

the word love here it is the word philadelphia, which means 

we are to have fond feelings for our brethren.  So, as 

brethren, we must start by having the right attitude toward 

our brothers and sisters in Christ and be willing to help each 

other, share their burdens, and help build their faith – and 

doing these things for them because we really care about 

them and want to do them.  If we aren’t doing these things 

for our brethren, they may not be getting the most that they 

can from the Church, and quite honestly, we won’t either.  

Paul’s attitude was that he wanted to be glued to the 

brethren regardless.  Maybe we need to be a little more like 

Paul, and if we all stick together, we can all have life, and 

truly have it more abundantly.    
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