
Some Thoughts on Newtown 

What happened in Newtown Connecticut was a terrible 

tragedy.  There are very few of us who were not touched by this 

event in one way or another.  The killing of innocent children has 

to be one of the most heinous crimes a person could commit.  And 

what makes it worse is that there was no apparent motive, just 

indiscriminant killing.  It would be impossible for any parent to 

imagine something like this happening to their child.  And yet this 

is the world we live in today.  Maybe if we were a little more 

calloused and uncaring these kinds of incidents wouldn’t bother us 

so much.  But in our country we have spent decades promoting a 

peaceful existence, so this kind of an incident really shakes us to 

our core.  We are lucky we don’t live in a place like Syria, or some 

of the other middle-eastern countries where there seems to be 

much less value put on human life.   

 In Mark 10:13-16 we find Jesus holding some little children 

and teaching his disciples.  The scripture says, “Then they brought 

little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples 

rebuked those who brought them.  14) But when Jesus saw it, He 

was greatly displeased and said to them, let the little children 

come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of 

God.  15) Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.  16) And 

He took them up in His arms, laid His hands on them, and blessed 

them.”  Little children are free from sin, and Jesus is telling us 

here that those who make it to heaven will have to be just like 

these little children – sinless.  When we think about what 

happened in Newtown, the only thing we can find any comfort in is 

the fact that these murdered children will be in heaven one day 

with our Lord and Savior, and their killer will be suffering for an 

eternity in Hell. 

 Now having made the above impassioned statements, as 

difficult as it may be, we need to try to keep incidents like this in 

perspective.  Anyone who has studied the Old Testament can tell 



you that there were many instances of the killing of children 

recorded for us in the scriptures.  Deut 2:34 involves the Children 

of Israel on their way to the Promised Land, and King Sihon of 

Heshbon who would not let them pass through his lands.  “We 

took all his cities at that time, and utterly destroyed the men, 

women and little ones of every city; we left none remaining.”   

And this scenario was replayed several times as the 

Children of Israel were traveling to the Promised Land, and then 

again as the Land of Canaan was being cleared of its heathen 

inhabitants.  If you read Joshua 10, verses 28-40 you will get a 

good sense of what took place – vs. 40, “So Joshua conquered all 

of the land; the mountain country and the South and the lowland 

and the wilderness slopes, and all their kings; he left none 

remaining, but utterly destroyed all that breathed, as the Lord God 

of Israel had commanded.”   

Obviously many children were slaughtered in the conquest 

of the Promised Land, and God had commanded that this be 

done.  He wanted the Children of Israel to be free from the wicked 

influences of those that inhabited this land.  Now maybe He could 

have found a more humane way of doing this, or maybe He could 

have saved the children and used them for slaves, but is it ours 

to question God’s judgments?   

So while we may not always understand all of Gods 

dealings with mankind, we must still accept them.  Isaiah 55:9 

reminds us that, “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So 

are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts higher than 

your thoughts.”  Now I’m not saying here that God allowed or 

sanctioned in some way this killing of innocent children in 

Newtown.  Today these kinds of incidents are done at the hands 

of evil and sinful men.  What we need to keep in mind though, is 

that there are no guarantees in this life.  James 4:14 tells us, 

“Whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow.  For what 

is your life?  It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and 

then vanishes away.”  When a person is born into this life they 

may die in childhood, or they may live to be old.  And what we 



must remember is that the important thing is not just that we lived 

– but that we lived a life for Christ and will get to spend our 

eternity with Him in heaven. 

 I’m afraid as humans we are subject to all the human 

frailties of this life, including our emotions.  Many things will 

happen in our lives that will cause us grief and sorrow – cause us 

to shed tears – cause us pain and suffering.  John tells us in Rev 

21:4 that, “God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there 

shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.  There shall be no 

more pain, for the former things have passed away.”    

In heaven we won’t have to endure all of these things, 

because there will be no sinful and wicked people there who want 

to kill and destroy others.  God will have dealt with these folks, 

repaying them for the evil deeds they committed in their lives.  But 

until then, we will probably have to continue hearing about 

senseless killings, and just hope that they don’t happen too close 

to home.  But what this also should cause us to do is become 

more vigilant.  Not vigilant in the sense that we are on the look-out 

for crazy people with guns, but vigilant in the sense that we need 

to be on guard for the end of our life by whatever means.  Just like 

in the parable in Luke 12, we never know when our soul may be 

required of us (verse 20).   

So it is important to always be in a right relationship with 

God, ready to stand before Him and give an answer for how we 

have lived our life.  And if you cannot honestly say that you are 

ready for judgment, it’s not too late to do something about it.  

There is no sin that we cannot be forgiven of but one, and that 

would be blaspheming (insulting and speaking evil of) the Holy 

Spirit (Mark 3:28-29).  If we reject Him through whom salvation 

comes – there is certainly no hope for us. 

 So remember, you don’t have to struggle alone.  If you 

need help with anything relating to life and godliness, just ask.  

There are good Christians here willing to help you.  
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