
Do we say - Lord, Lord...? 

Matt 7:21-23, "Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, shall 

enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my 

Father in heaven.  22) Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, 

have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your 

name, and done many wonders in Your name?  23) And then I will 

declare to them, I never knew you; depart from Me, you who 

practice lawlessness!" 

 This seems like a pretty simple concept doesn't it?  There 

are religious people who will be condemned on judgment day 

because they weren't following the Lord's will.  The sad thing is 

though, almost no one who considers themselves to be a 

Christian thinks that this verse applies to them.  Who do people 

think is being talked about when they read this verse?  "Well it 

can't be me, I go to church, and I believe in God, I'm a good 

person, so it must be someone else."   

And what do we think when we read this verse?  Who do 

we (members of the Church) think is being referred to?  Do we 

also think these verses are talking about other people?  I hope 

when we read these verses that we honestly ask ourselves, 

"Could these verses be talking about me?"  Am I going to be 

standing in front of God and Christ in the judgment day and hear 

them tell me that my faith - my spiritual beliefs - my religious 

practices were somehow wrong?  Most religious people today 

understand that there are different beliefs and different kinds of 

churches, and religiously we all do things a little differently, but we 

are all worshipping the same God.  And while this may be true, 

that we are all trying to worship the same God, does that mean we 

are all going to heaven?   

These verses here in Matthew appear to imply that this is 

NOT the case.  In fact, these verses are pretty clear.  There were 

religious practices going on in the first century - just as there are 

today - that will be rejected by God on the Day of Judgment.  Do 



you think there will be a lot of surprised and shocked people on 

judgment day?  You bet there will!  They'll be just like the scribes 

and Pharisees in Matthew chapter 23.  Christ there gives a long 

scathing rebuke, over and over calling them hypocrites - pointing 

out all of their religious error, attitude and teaching that is going to 

condemn them to hell (vs. 33).  Don't you suppose most of these 

scribes and Pharisees thought they were doing the right things 

religiously?  I'm sure they did.   

 So how do we make sure we are religiously right?  How do 

we make sure that God and Christ are not going to reject us on 

judgment day?  Well, the short answer is "study".  We must study 

the word of God.  II Tim 2:15 says, "Be diligent to present 

yourselves approved to God, a worker who does not need to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth."  If we study the word 

of God and come to the correct understanding of Truth, there will 

be no surprises on judgment day.  There will be no need for us to 

be ashamed that we weren't able to answer our fellow man about 

our faith, or ashamed that we were rejected by Christ for not 

following His will.   

Matthew 7:7 also tells us we must be truth seekers, "Ask 

and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will 

be opened to you."  If we want to know the truth, we can, but it 

takes work - asking - seeking - finding.  And therein is going to be 

the downfall of so many "religious" people on judgment day.  

Friends, people just aren't truth seekers any more!  People don't 

study their Bibles any more!  And even sadder is that many people 

just don't care any more.   

Now I know these are broad statements, and I also know 

that there are some who do still care and who do still study their 

Bibles - but I'm here to tell you that the number of people today 

who earnestly study their Bibles is dwindling rapidly.  Let's face it; 

people/Christians are getting lazy.  And this is in all religions, even 

in the Church of Christ.  People just don't want to put in the time 

and effort to figure out what the Bible is really teaching.  Even if 

they are genuinely interested, they still want to leave the studying 



up to their preacher, their elders, their directors, their synod or 

their Pope - and then let that person tell them what they need to 

be doing religiously - what they need to do to be saved.  I'd say 

most “Christians” spend much more time watching TV, 

Facebooking, exercising, shopping, or playing video games than 

they do studying their Bibles.  And even when we do study our 

Bibles, are we really studying?  When we read a verse, or section 

of verses, do we really meditate on them - look up related 

passages - make sure we understand the meanings of all the 

words and how they are used - then look at them relative to the 

context of the preceding and following verses - as well as in 

relation to the general topic that is under consideration?   

Let's be truthful here, most of us are lucky to even read our 

Bibles on a regular basis, let alone really study them, trying to 

come to the correct conclusion about what the scripture is 

teaching.  It's just too easy to let someone else tell us what we 

need to know. And that may be alright if the person we are relying 

on is godly, studious and trustworthy, but what if they're not?  

What if the person we are trusting to tell us how to get to 

heaven is wrong?  Is this person going to be standing beside us 

on judgment day, holding our hand, offering our excuses for us?  

What will this person say to me if Christ tells me to, "depart, I 

never knew you?"  Sorry!  Oops! I made a mistake!  And is our 

own ignorance going to get us off the hook?  Romans 14:12 says, 

"Each of us shall give account of himself to God".  Are you willing 

to blindly put your soul's salvation in the hands of someone else?  

God may at least grant us some measure of mercy if we were 

trying hard to study and learn the Truth, but if we were just too 

lazy to study the Bible on our own - how much mercy is God going 

to show us?   

 Revelation 22:14 says, "Blessed are those who do His 

commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, 

and may enter through the gate into the city."  This is where we 

started isn't it?  If we do the Lord's commands we will gain eternal 

life. If we don't, we'll hear, "Depart I never knew you".  Let's don't 



be surprised or shocked on judgment day to find out that we have 

been religiously wrong - that we missed the mark (Phil 3:14).  It's 

never too late to learn the Truth.  If you are reading this you still 

have time.  If you need help, ask for it, but please don't rely totally 

on some other person to help secure your salvation, that's Christ's 

job.  We need to develop our own convictions about Christ and 

His Church, and we can, by reading and studying His word.  It will 

truly be time well spent. 
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