
It's all about me... 

In John 13 Jesus was teach his disciples a very important 

lesson about having a heart of service.  After the supper was over, 

Jesus went around the table washing His disciple’s feet.  And of 

course we remember Peter who did not want the Lord washing his 

feet as I'm sure he didn't understand the purpose of it.  All Peter 

knew was that his Lord and Teacher was too great and important 

a person to be washing their feet.  In the culture of that time foot 

washing was very common, but servants were typically the ones 

washing the guest’s feet.  In Peter's way of thinking he felt that the 

Lord should not be taking on the role of a servant to wash their 

feet.  Verse 16 here says, "Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant 

is not greater than his master, nor is he who is sent greater than 

he who sent him."   

Jesus was trying to teach his disciples that in the Kingdom 

of God one person is no better than another, and we need to 

serve one another.  Do we understand this concept?  Do we 

understand that "I" am not important?  "I" am not special.  I'm just 

another human being who needs the salvation offered through 

Jesus Christ.  But, here in the United States we are doing 

everything we can to forget about servitude and put it in the past.  

Because of the slavery issue, this idea of servitude has become 

an unacceptable concept, foreign to the image we are now trying 

to portray in our country.  Being a slave, a servant, or being in 

subjection to another person is just wrong in most people's eyes 

and just not acceptable in our modern culture.  But of course this 

is exactly the opposite of what Christ was trying to teach His 

apostles here at the last supper.   

 I'm afraid that we are perpetuating a culture today where 

we are all important, we are all great, we are all unique and 

special.  Now in a way this is true, we are all uniquely made, and 

we are special to our family, but teaching this to our children 

doesn't lend it's self very well to preparing them for being a 

Christian.  A person who grows up thinking they are special and 



the world revolves around them, is going to have a hard time 

washing another person's feet - or giving their lunch to a hungry 

drug-addict - or cleaning up someone else's dirty house - or 

visiting a person in the hospital with aids - or talking to someone 

who hasn't had a bath in a month - or visiting someone in jail 

who's drug problem got out of hand - or cleaning up after 

someone's alcoholic binge.   

Could we see ourselves doing these things?  Could we 

lower ourselves to help these people?  Well could we?  Did you 

catch what I said, "lower ourselves"?  Is this possibly the way that 

we really think?  You see how easy it is to think more highly of 

ourselves than we ought to?  Romans 12:3 tells us that a brother 

should not, "think more highly of himself than he ought to think", 

and then Phil 2:3 goes on to tell us that Christians should, "...let 

each esteem others better than ourselves."  That would be hard to 

do wouldn't it, to consider others, as well as our brethren, better 

than ourselves?  “I should at least be as good as my brother, 

right?”   

You see, we keep thinking about this in light of this 

physical life we are living.  We think we have to get out there and 

be better, be smarter, and work harder than the next guy or we'll 

never get anywhere.  And this is what we are taught isn't it?  

However, there is no need for this kind of competitive nature in the 

Church.  Heaven isn't like human institutions.  There is room for 

everyone, and no reason to try to beat out the next guy to get 

there first.   

 I'm afraid however, that many Christians today are bringing 

their social values into the Church.  Instead of figuring out how 

they can help or serve the brethren and the community, their self-

centered and self-serving attitude wants to know what the Church 

can provide for them - what am I going to get out of this - am I 

going to be somebody here.  Friends, a Christian cannot have 

this "all about me" attitude, because the truth is, it's not just 

about us.  Jesus was our perfect example.  He was the Son of 

God, and left His thrown in heaven to wash the disciple’s feet.    



And yes, He did do more than that, He also served the 

poor - the sick - the lame - the downtrodden - anyone that He 

came in contact with, and He taught the gospel under adverse 

conditions.  He even laid down His life for His friends by allowing 

Himself to be crucified on a cross – which was the ultimate shame 

and sacrifice.  And why did He do this?  He did this to teach us 

that we are not here to be served, but to serve others.  Our job 

here as a Christian is not only to save ourselves, but also to help 

save our fellow man.  It's not just about us - it's about all of us.  If 

you think you are going to get to heaven by yourself, without ever 

having helped a brother or sister - tried to teach the gospel to 

someone - or being an active part of a local church, you are likely 

going to be disappointed.   

 I'm sure we have all heard the statement that there is no "I" 

in TEAM.  Employers like this concept.  They want their people to 

work together to get the job done.  Well, the Church is also like a 

team and there is no room here for a bunch of "I's" or "ME's" 

either.  Every member is equally important and we all need each 

other, working together, if we are going to make it to heaven (read 

I Cor. 12: 12-31).  So if you are a person who thinks it's all about 

you - and the world revolves around you - and you are someone 

important - you need to learn more about God and what He thinks 

is important.  At best we are merely sinners in need of salvation, 

and that requires Christ's saving blood and our brother's helping 

hand.  Please let us help. 
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