
Am I A Mediocre Christian? 

Now before I start this article I want to clarify that I am not 

talking about elderly Christians who are no longer able to do all of 

the things they want to do, nor am I talking about Christians with 

chronic illness which prevents them from leading a normal life. 

What do you think of when you hear the phrase, "Sunday 

morning Christian" or "pew warmer"?  These are terms I heard 

growing up, but they are not used much anymore.  I think we have 

become so saturated with being politically correct that we are 

afraid to use any terms that are considered negative or 

derogatory, especially when describing other people.  As I 

understood them, these terms were used to describe Christians 

who were not very committed - they showed up at services once 

in a while, but didn't do very much toward the work of the Church.  

In my article title I used the term "mediocre", which means of 

moderate or low quality.   

So what do you think, could there be Christians who are of 

moderate or low quality?  Maybe Christians should be graded by 

using the A-B-C-D-F scale.  As students we learned what this 

meant.  Some of us may have been satisfied with a "C" (average), 

but others had to have the "A" (excellent).  So let's ask ourselves, 

as a Christian, are we satisfied being a "C", or do we want to be 

the "A"?  Then again, maybe a "D" is ok, which means "passing".  

Is there a minimum amount we have to do to be saved (the "D"), 

or is their a higher level of Christianity that we should be striving 

for that will guarantee our salvation (the "A")? 

 Well friends, I think I can safely say that there is no 

Christian grading scale in the Bible, and in fact when it comes to 

getting into heaven, I'm afraid it is going to be strictly a pass or fail 

option.  And, if you are a Christian who finds yourself thinking that 

"I am good enough" to get to heaven, or you are trying to figure 

out the "minimum required" to get into heaven - you are 

probably not going to make it. 



 As we look through our New Testament we do see 

references to people who are at different stages of Christianity.  

Heb 5:12-14 says, "For though by this time you ought to be 

teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles 

of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not 

solid food. 13) For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled 

in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.  14) But solid food 

belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason 

of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil."  

Being a Christian is a growth process and the implication in these 

passages is that we are expected to grow as a Christian - starting 

out as a babe, and growing (spiritually) to a full age.   

And, we also find in the Bible Christians who are in a 

particular circumstance.  If we go on in Hebrews 6, verse 6 refers 

to Christians who have fallen away, "For it is impossible for those 

who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, 

and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5) and have tasted 

the good Word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6) if 

they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they 

crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an 

open shame."   

These passages are telling us that if a knowledgeable 

Christian falls away, there is little that other Christians can do to 

cause them to repent. They know the Truth and what is needed to 

get back into a right relationship with God - and it will be up to 

them to do it.  Paul also speaks of Christians who are guilty of 

sin in II Cor. 12:20-21.  Paul says he will, “mourn for many who 

have sinned before and not repented.”  The implication is that 

these folks will be eternally lost unless they repent.  Then as a 

contrast to the Corinthians, we have the Christians at the church 

at Philadelphia that we read about in Rev 3: 7-13.  This group of 

Christians are doing God's will, and from all indications are going 

to make it to heaven.  Vs. 8..."You have a little strength, have kept 

my Word, and have not denied my name..."   



It's interesting that here in Revelation chapter 3 we also 

find a term that is related to our topic, and it also describes the 

character of some Christians.  In verse 16 Christ calls the church 

at Laodicea "lukewarm".  This is a figurative use of the word 

lukewarm.  How refreshing is a lukewarm drink on a really hot day 

or on a really cold day?  God was not pleased with these folks and 

is going to spew them out of his mouth (at the judgment) if they 

don't change.  Their complacency and lack of zeal was going to 

cause them to be lost.  So you see, there is really no middle 

ground in Christianity.  You are either growing and maturing as a 

Christian, or you are not.  You are either striving to be a good 

Christian, or you are not.  You are either guilty of sin, or you are 

not.  You are actively keeping God’s word, or you are not.  So in 

reality, there can be no mediocre Christians - no "D" Christians if 

you will – folks who are doing only the minimum, but still going to 

get to pass into heaven.   

Friends, it's all about the heart.  God did away with one law 

that was full of works, because the Jews turned it into just that - a 

law of works.  Many people under the Old Law thought and 

assumed that if you fulfilled all of the required works, you would go 

to heaven.  Read Matthew 23:23.  The Mosaical law was very 

much a law of works - but it was also a law for the heart/mind- 

and these scribes and Pharisees were being condemned because 

they had left out the "heart" part.  In the New Testament our heart 

is going to be the deciding factor in our salvation (Col. 3:14-15).  

Of course we understand that there are works involved in being a 

Christian, read James 2: 14-17, "What does it profit, my brethren, 

if someone says he has faith but does not have works?  Can faith 

save him?  15) If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily 

food, 16) and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be 

warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things which are 

needed for the body, what does it profit? 17) Thus also faith by 

itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”     

These verses tell us that both faith and works are 

important, in fact both are required of a Christian, but if your 



faith (heart-felt faith) is not what is driving you to do the works that 

you are doing, they won't be acceptable to God.  And you can be 

the best "Sunday morning Christian" out there, but if you are 

not involved in good works you are failing in your responsibilities 

toward God and your fellow man.  If we truly have a heart-felt 

faith, we will be doing everything we can to please God.  His Word 

will be guiding our lives and there will be no doing "just enough 

to get by", because we will be driven to do more by the Word – 

Christ Himself.   

 Friends, if you are not "feeling" your faith today (in your 

heart) - there is a problem.  Going through the motions of being a 

Christian is not going to be enough to save us.  Just showing up 

for services is not going to be enough to save us.  If you are not 

sure what it takes to be a successful Christian, there are many 

here ready and willing to help you.  But if you think you are good 

enough just the way you are - I really hope you are.  Otherwise 

you will find yourself at the mercy of God on judgment day, and 

then He will decide if you are truly good enough.  It's your choice. 
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