
Sometimes life gets in the way. 

Luke 18: 18-23, “Now a certain ruler asked Him saying, 

“Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  (19) So 

Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good?  No one is good but 

One, that is God.  (20) “You know the commandments: Do not 

commit adultery, Do not Murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false 

witness, Honor your father and your mother.” (21) And he said, 

“All of these things I have kept from my youth.”  (22) So when 

Jesus heard these things, He said to him, “You still lack one thing.  

Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have 

treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” (23) But when he heard 

this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich. “  

 We recognize the above statements in verse 20 as part of 

the 10 commandments.  The 10 commandments were the 

foundation that the Old Law was built on.  If you look back in 

Exodus chapter 20, all of the commandments are listed.  In verse 

3 is the commandment that says, “You shall have no other gods 

before Me”, and the verse goes on to say that they were not to, 

“bow down or serve any likeness of anything that is in heaven 

above the earth, or the earth beneath or that is in the water under 

the earth.”  The implication was that nothing was to come before 

God in their lives.   

When Christ was talking to the young ruler, He knew his 

heart.  He knew that the young man’s riches were very important 

to him, which is why he put him to the test by asking him to sell all 

that he had and to give it to the poor.  Now here was a young man 

who was doing everything he knew to do religiously, but still, his 

heart wasn’t in the right place.  He apparently wanted to go to 

heaven because this was the question he asked Christ to start 

with, what he needed to do to inherit eternal life.  And I’m sure 

he thought he was already doing everything he needed to 

accomplish this.  After all, selling everything you own and giving it 

to the poor was not one of the 10 commandments.  This wasn’t 

what the young ruler was expecting to hear, and it made him very 



sorrowful because he was very rich.  Christ goes on in verse 24 to 

say, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the 

kingdom of God!”   

 Now we may live under the New Testament today, but this 

principal Christ was teaching to the young ruler applies to us as 

well.  We cannot let anything come between us and God.  For the 

young ruler it was his wealth, but let’s back up to Luke chapter 14 

and we see something else that can get in the way of being right 

with God, that being family.  Verse 26 says, “If anyone comes to 

Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, 

brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life also, he cannot be 

My disciple.”  This word hate here means having an aversion 

from, or disregard for.   

So when we choose to become a disciple of Christ, we 

must in a sense disregard our family.  Christ must come first in our 

lives.  He is to be the most important “Person” in our lives.  Now 

Christ wants us to love and enjoy our families, and they are part of 

the more abundant life we can have in Christ (Jn. 10:10).  But 

where Christ and God are concerned, we need to have our 

priorities straight.  As much as we may love our spouse, our 

children or our parents, they didn’t die on the cross for us. - They 

don’t offer salvation to us. - They aren’t going to give us a home in 

heaven.  Christ only can do these things for us.  He deserves our 

greatest love and respect.  And as verse 27 goes on to say, “And 

whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be my 

disciple.”    

 Previously in this same chapter (Luke 14), in verses 15-24, 

there is a parable of the great supper.  While this was in reality a 

lesson for the Jews about how they rejected Christ and the 

gospel, it certainly points up the fact that people make excuses for 

not accepting Christ into their lives.  Those in this parable had 

other worldly involvements that they felt were more important than 

accepting the salvation offered by the Lord.  One was buying 

property, one was testing work animals and another was getting 

married.  Life can certainly keep us busy, but we cannot afford to 



let our earthly pursuits cause us to lose out on heaven.  Christ 

wants us to be busy and productive while we live here, but He is 

still to be our focus in whatever we do.  Col 3:17 tells us, 

“Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”  These Jews 

who rejected Christ probably never did turn away from their 

worldly attitudes.  Will they regret their decision?  Most likely.   

Many things in this world take our time and attention.  

Sometimes we realize this and sometimes we don’t.  The rich 

young ruler probably thought he was doing everything he needed 

to be doing, but he wasn’t.  He had placed more trust and 

confidence in his riches than he did in Christ and God.  And he 

didn’t even realize this until his faith was put to the test.  And, we 

can become so involved with our families that they take 

precedence in our lives.  We may have little children who need 

much of our time and attention.  We may have older children who 

we are trying to teach and guide down a road to success.  We 

may have elderly parents who need our help to keep living 

independently.   

All of these family relationships are very important to us, 

but are we saving some of our time for God in all of these things 

we are doing for ourselves and others?  We might be giving God 

our leftovers and not even realize it.  And, if we are purposely 

allowing God to be pushed out of our lives so that we can pursue 

other interests, we are for sure in trouble.  It can be very easy to 

make excuses for ourselves, and to think that we’ll get back on 

track one of these days after we’ve accomplished this or that.  And 

if that is the case, I just hope God allows us to live long enough to 

get our priorities back in order.  So let’s make sure we are doing 

everything we need to do to get to heaven.  Let’s don’t let our life 

get in the way of serving God and giving Him the love and respect 

He deserves.  That is an error we don’t want to make.  If you are 

unsure about where you stand with God, please talk to the 

brethren here about it.  There are many here willing to help you, 

so please let us.                                 
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